HO                                  THE BALLADS

Gloomy, gloomy was the night,

And eerie was the way,
As fair Jenny in her green mantle

To Miles Cross she did gae.

About the middle of the night

She heard the bridles ring;
This lady was as glad at that

As any earthly thing.

From Burns's practice, we can learn how the other ballad
revisers of the eighteenth century worked. They were poets
of taste who were close enough to folk-tradition to be able to
adapt it without making it look literary or artificial

Scott's case is rather different. He was both further away
from folk-tradition and more influenced by Romantic ideas.
I have already quoted his version of "The Twa Corbies" and
tried to show what he did to that folksong. Scott left his
manuscripts at Abbotsford, so that we can often see his material
in its rough state before he polished it. The most interesting
example of Scott's "editorial re-creation" is "Clerk Saunders"
(69). The version that everyone knows from anthologies has
been heavily worked over by Scott. Child printed the original
MS. versions which, together with the tunes that have been
collected, show that the ballad was first written in the Long
Measure, that is, quatrains of four-feet lines. Scott was not
interested in music, and he changed most of the stanzas into
the more usual Common Measure, that is, quatrains of alternate
4 and 3 feet lines. The result is that his version simply does
not fit any of the ballad's three fine tunes (given in Mr. Goss's
Ballads of Britain). For example, one original stanza runs:

'For in it will come my seven brothers

And a' their torches burning bright;
They'll say, We hae but ae sister,

And here her lying wi a knight.'

Scott alters the structure, and adds the literary adjective